
REPORT ON EKUNDAYO THOMPSON’S AMAZON 
FINDINGS  

1. ABOUT AMAZON (basic facts)  

Amazon is a global online supermarket. Amazon trades in all kinds of 
commodities including books. There are three main methods used by 
booksellers to make books available on Amazon’s market space. 
These three methods or processes include the following:  

1.    Traditional Book Distribution Channels. Traditional book 
distribution channels like Ingram, Bakar & Taylor, Guardian, 
Book-A-Million and others obtained books from traditional or 
well-established independent publishers for distribution. These 
traditional distributors then hire Amazon as one of its retailers 
to sell the book on an agreed wholesale discount. The same 
book can also be available on Amazon book listing page 
through other independent book retailers who trade on 
Amazon’s market space as well. They might include 
independent bookstores or freelance book traders. But they all 
obtain the book from a single channel distributor on the same 
wholesale discount price issued by the distributor.   

2.  Books on Amazon by Create Space. Books are also made available 
on Amazon through Create Space. Create Space was originally 
called Book Surge and was launched in 2000 by a small group 
of writers who wanted to create opportunities for authors to 
not only publish their work, but to also retain their content 
rights and sales profits. Book Surge grew to support 
independent publishers and independent authors, offering 
complete self-publishing, on-demand printing, and online 
distribution services. It was a protest move to breakout of the 
monopoly market of traditional publishing and book 
distribution, which merely exploited writers. In the movie and 
music industry also a similar revolution occurred in 2002 with 
the creation of Custom Flix Labs by four colleagues as an 
independent distribution outlet for independent filmmakers, 



who were equally obsessed with the monopoly of big 
production companies. In 2005, the Amazon Group acquired 
both Book Surge and Custom Flix. And in 2007, Amazon 
named both outlets Create Space. In October of 2009, Create 
Space became the publishing and manufacturing on-demand 
leader for independent content creators, publishers, film 
studios, and music labels controlled by Amazon. Through 
Create Space, you can sell books, CDs, and DVDs for a 
fraction of the cost of traditional manufacturing, while 
maintaining more control over your materials. Create Space 
make it simple to distribute your books, music, and video 
through Internet retail outlets, and a limited number of 
bookstores. The risk with Create Space is that it does have 
global distribution credibility. Most books published and 
distributed through Create Space lack most of the standard 
requirements of the traditional publishing industry. Universities, 
libraries and mainstream traditional book distributors and 
traders often reject books provided through Create Space 
because most of them lack standard publishing requirement.   

3.    Books are also made available on Amazon through third party 
sellers. This is not an official Amazon trade process. It is the 
squatter method that allows traders to list  commodities that 
they wish to sell using Amazon’s market space. Independent 
traders who rent Amazon’s space and pay either by commodity 
or a monthly fee usually do it.  

2. ON THOMPSON’S AMAZON PRESENCE:  

A search on Ekundayo Thompson returns an improper and 
incomplete Amazon listing of four items:  

a. The Prince of AALAE: Corruption & Mismanagement in an 
African NGO.  

The details of this product are the following: a Paperback of 151 
pages, Publisher: Adult Education for Development (1997). 



Language: English ISBN-10: 9966961208. ISBN-13: 978-
9966961204.  

b. Curriculum Development in Non-formal Education. The 
details of this product are the following: Unknown Binding of 111 
pages. Publisher: African Association for Literacy and Adult 
Education (1995). Language: English. ISBN-10: 9682319498. ISBN-
13: 978-9682319495.  

c. Some Thoughts on Adult Education: A collection of papers 
and articles. Details on this item are as follows: Unknown Binding 
(total of pages absent). Publisher: National Adult Education 
Association (1992). Language: English. ASIN: B0006F3L3W .  

d. The Umm Kedddada [sic] experience: Report of a people-to-
people visit to Umm Keddada Province, North Darfur, 
Republic of Sudan, January 25- February 9, 1995. Details on this 
item is as follows: Unknown Binding: 26 pages. Publisher: African 
Association for Literacy and Adult Education (1995). Language: 
English. ASIN: B0006F7066  

4. ANALYSIS  

1. Ekundayo Thompson’s listings above were placed on Amazon 
through the third method (i.e....an independent squatter trader on 
Amazon listed the above items as general commodities for sale and 
not as books). In fact, items C  and D  above are listed as electronic 
products. They have no ISBN numbers, which every published book 
requires. In addition, they are not in any book format. They are in an 
unknown binding format. This being the case, they were never 
published through any method: traditional or self-publishing. Items 
A and B above do have ISBN numbers but they were never formally 
published and the listed ISBNs are not registered. And most critically, 
the dates of the publications, as listed above, predate the seller 
process through which the said books were listed on Amazon. If 
such items were to be actually available, it means that a third party 
can only sell them as used items (supposedly used books) or as 



republished books. The records on Amazon show that at no time 
were any of the listed items actually bought or sold on the Amazon’s 
space that they were listed. And there is no record on Amazon to 
indicate that the items were republished. This only means that the 
items were listed but were not truly available and cannot be accessed 
or bought from any retailer.  

2.     All the items listed, with the exception of Item A, does not have 
a market value, which means that whoever listed them never 
had the intention of actually selling them. All commodities 
listed on Amazon must have a price tag or must be listed as a 
give away commodity (a free item). Even in cases where items 
are given out for free, a fee is listed or charged for shipping. 
This is absent in the case of the listed items with the only 
exception being Item A. This item itself was given a price tag of 
US$79.99 by a third party trader identified as S.R Wilson (S. R 
Wilson trades as Srwi l son62 on Amazon) from Wisconsin in 
the United States. Wilson lists the item as an ‘Ex-library product 
with some damage but still in tact and usable.” Details from Wilson 
also says the product is a K5-1. This means that if the seller’s 
information on the product is actually correct, there is only one 
old used copy of the said book available with the seller and it is 
not one that was printed in a standard book format. It could be 
a pamphlet-kind of product. There are no records from Wilson 
to indicate that the said item was sold either.   

3. The details on Thompson’s supposed publications 
indicate that they were all published between 1992-1997. 
The Amazon fixing of the titles did not happen until in 
2011. No specific date was given to indicate when the 
books were made available on Amazon. This clearly 
indicates that the provider of the titles had a deliberate 
intention of withholding critical information regarding the 
title and their availability. That is to say if the year of 
publication is in 1992, the only way it can be available on 
Amazon is through a reprinted version of the said title. In 



that case, the year of publication will not be listed on 
Amazon’s selling page as the date of the first publication. 
This clearly justifies the suspicion that Thompson may 
have logged the available information to deliberately 
create the impression that the titles were published and 
had sold out on Amazon.  

Take for  example :  Kar l  Marx “The Communist Manifesto” 
(which is an older publication) was only  made avai lab le  in  the  
same format as  the  or ig inal  vo lume through a new l i s t ing  
wi th a new publ i ca t ion date .  (See  example  here :  Paperback:  
48 pages .  Publ i sher :  Internat ional  Publ i shers  Co;  New 
edi t ion (February 7,  2014).  Language :  Engl i sh .  ISBN-10: 
0717802418. ISBN-13: 978-0717802418. Product  
Dimensions :  0 .2 x 5 x 7.8 inches .  Shipping Weight :  3 .2 
ounces .  Average  Customer Review:  3.8 out  o f  5 s tars .  See  
a l l  r ev i ews (706 customer rev i ews) .  Amazon Best  Se l l e r s  
Rank: #1,642 in Books (See  Top 100 in Books) .   

Another  example  i s  Walter  Rodney “How Europe 
Underdeve loped Afr i ca”.  (Paperback:  340 pages .  Publ i sher :  
Black Class i c  Press  (October  1,  2011) .  

 The point is that if Thompson’s books were actually 
published in 1997, the only way they can be made 
available on Amazon will be with a new year of 
publication and perhaps a new publisher not the NGOs 
currently listed as the publishers of his works.   

CONCLUSION  

Based on the above, the author, Ekundayo Thompson, has no 
conventionally published book on Amazon.com at present. The listed 
books above do not exist on Amazon, and they were never made 
available on Amazon for actual sale. It is possible that the 
information was placed on Amazon for a specific purpose other than 



trade, which is unusual with the procedures of listings followed by 
Amazon booksellers. Of the three items, only one was actually (I tem 
A)  was actually listed as a used copy by an identifiable trader on 
Amazon) who clearly states that the condition of the copy was sub-
standard. Based on this, we cannot say, Thompson owns any 
published book that is readily accessible in the book industry whether 
through traditional publishers or independent publishers like Create 
Space.  

 

A search on the registration of the ISBNs on the two first listed 
publications indicate that one of the ISBN on one of the copies is 
also registered with an existing book published Siglo XXI Editores 
Mexico (January 1, 1995). Book’s title is “Politica de la Educacion no 
Formal en America Latina (Spanish Edition) Paperback edition  – by Carlos 
Alberto Torres. The identifier numbers for this book is 978-
9682319495 (13 digit ISBN) and 9682319498 (10 digit ISBN). (see 
number 2 above for comparison). 

!


